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Labor Omnia Vincit

The Principal’s Foreword

A

s Outram Secondary School evolves to better
prepare Outramians for the global community
and the demands of the 21st century, we are looking
beyond how and what teachers are teaching
in class. Part of the school’s roadmap towards a
student-centric and values-driven education is to
provide a holistic and authentic learning experience
and environment for Outramians.

Outram Secondary School is a Good School where
Outramians are provided with an environment for
them to grow and develop a passion for learning.
The school also provides students with opportunities
to achieve their dreams and realise their aspirations.
The various activities in support of a student-centric,
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values-driven education as featured here are a
testament to the concerted efforts by the school
to bring out the best in our youths. Through these
activities, Outramians are engaged in challenging and enriching programmes
that develop 21st century skills in areas of creative and critical thinking, information
and communication and civics literacy, global awareness and cross-cultural skills.
Allow me to elaborate on these areas. The two distinctive programmes – (1) ‘Sports
for Life’ as a Learning for Life Programme (LLP) and (2) ‘Business & Enterprise’ as an
Applied Learning Programme (ALP) are in place at Outram to engage students
in their holistic development. Our comprehensive ‘Sports for Life’ LLP allows selfdiscovery by Outramians, builds character, hones values, helps Outramians to
relate to others, and develops a sense of empathy and care through real life
experiences. Our ALP in Business and Enterprise enables Outramians to apply
knowledge gained from different subject disciplines to real life situations, see the
values and relevance of academic learning, and stimulate their interest to learn.
In catering to the diverse interests and learning needs of Outramians, multiple
pathways and options are made available. Students are given the opportunity
to attain the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) – MYOB
certification in Level 2 and Level 3 Computerised Accounting and the applied
subject such as Introduction to Enterprise Development. In enhancing the learning
of Mother Tongue Language and culture, Outramians have a choice to undertake
elective courses such as Traditional Chinese Medicine and Martial Arts. The OSS
Sports Education Programme (SEP) is also in place to develop students who are
passionate about sports.
Besides rigorous academic programmes, the school has a strong co-curriculum
that includes the Character for Life Programme, the Arts for Life Programme, the
Sports for Life Programme, the Values in Action (VIA) Programme as well as a wide
range of co-curricular and enrichment activities. These are designed to develop
leadership and strength of character in Outramians while nurturing their talents
and interests.
Moving forward, more can be done, and we are continuously reviewing how we
can support Outramians better by customising learning for them. The ultimate aim
is to help Outramians grow and reach their fullest potential.
Lo h Ch e u n g Mi n g

World Robo Tournament 2014

O

n 25 June 2014, the Robotics Club participated in the World Robo
Tournament held at Republic Polytechnic. The teams created
devices and gadgets and manipulated them during the competition.
We congratulate the following students for doing Outram proud:

Second runner- up in the Death Race Category
Tan Guan Wei (Sec 3/2)
Ang Quan Xian (Sec 3/6)
Ibrahim (Sec 1/3)

Champion in the Bullzeye Category
Gunaseelan (Sec 2/4)
Elvan Sim (Sec 2/2A)

Keep up the good work, Robotics Club!

ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE

Civica 2014 Tales of ‘S’ eBook
Competition – Top 20 Entry

‘S

ingapore in the Future’ was the theme for this year’s Tales of ‘S’
eBook Competition and it was open to all Primary, Secondary and
Junior College students. Outram sent in numerous entries written by our
talented students and the short story written by Felisya Bte Hazlan of
Sec 3/5 was ranked Top 20 in the Secondary category. Her entry was
integrated into an eBook of short stories that was specially produced to
collate the winning entries. Her winning entry is featured below.
Our Future - Singapore
Dear Past Self,

‘machine’? Was it something that will only
be invented in the future or something that
I was already using? I needed to find out
what he meant. The only way to gain such
knowledge was to use the time machine.
I had to disobey him; besides he couldn’t
stay mad at me for long as we are the same
person. Tempted by curiosity and fear of
what might happen to him, I got on the time
machine and went 20 years into the future.

I have just seen your future, here in
Singapore. By the time you read this, I’m
afraid it will be too late. I will have turned
into one of ‘them’. Nonetheless, I need to
write this to remind you of the danger you
are in. You have to break free from the
machine. Do not let it control you like how
I stared in awe at how different and modern
it did me.
the future of Singapore was. The shapes of
Your Future Self,
the HDB flats were no longer rectangular
John
and were in all shapes and colours. The
streets were filled with music and bright
I put down the letter, overwhelmed with
city lights that created an uplifting and
shock by what I had just read. I have
exciting mood. The future had so many
received letters from my future self before.
innovative and useful inventions that I
His time machine would appear beside
couldn’t help but be amazed whenever I
me with letters. However, he would never
came across each new gadget. However,
come in person and advised me to refrain
even with the bright lights, there was an
from trying to meet him in the future,
unfriendly feeling about the place.
claiming that he didn’t want to interfere
“Hello? John, are you there?” I asked aloud,
with nature.
thinking how strange I sounded calling for
He told me how amazing the technology
myself. There was no answer. In fact, there
in the future was compared to that of
was hardly anybody on the streets. Most
today. Inventions such as flying cars and
of them were inside their households, their
voice-activated houses will help us a lot
eyes red and still staring at the screens
in what we do. But this was the first time
of their devices mindlessly. Even the
he had warned me about a ‘machine’ and
handful of people outside looked stressed
how I need to break free of my addiction
and were red-eyed from overuse of their
to it. Beads of perspiration trickled down
phones. They seemed to be unaware of
my face as I tried to make sense of what
what was happening around them.
was written to me. What did he mean by

“My family is dead. It must be…I don’t know
where they are. I don’t know where I am...”
the man said to himself, covering his face
with his hands.

of reassurance. I relaxed at finally finding
someone who was normal.

I looked up and was shocked at his
appearance. It was obvious he had been
“Are you okay? Do you need help?” I asked through a lot by his messy hair, dirty
him carefully. He stared at me, as if I was clothes and eyes that werethe first human being he spoke to in years. “You need to go now.” he said.
“Give me your phone! I need it! Give it
to me,” he shouted, his eyes now going I hurried towards the time machine and
wild. His shouting caught the attention of travelled back to the present. I had just
the other people in the streets. They too seen my future self. It scared me knowing
started to approach me, hoping I would that someday I might look like him, that I
give them my phone. Taken aback by too would have eyes that were bloodshot
what was happening, I backed away and red as if driven to insanity. Eyes that
refused his request. He was now frustrated showed me the struggle to continue life
once you were addicted. I took out my
and pulled out a dagger from his pocket.
phone. No one would have guessed that
“Give it to me or else!” He threatened, this ‘machine’ had controlled all of us
moving toward me with the others. I ran mentally. I thought of how the man had
away from the chaos, fearing for my life. threatened me. Without their machines
“JOHN!” I screamed in panic. I wanted people experienced emotional pain, and
to find a sense of familiarity and comfort with it, neglected their loved ones.
somewhere away from the unfriendly and
cold environment I was in. I wanted to go I thought of how many great ways
home and be with my family and friends. technology could be used in the future and
Why did I use the time machine when I was realised that this machine that was created
specifically told not to? I was on the verge to help mankind was not the reason people
of giving up and cried bitterly, knowing it had become like that. It was when people
was impossible to find my future self now. used it too much and become addicted,
that made them mindless, uncreative
“You’re not supposed to be here. I told you people. We must control the devices and
to never use the time machine. You need to not let them control us. You may think that it
leave. Use this time machine to get back to is impossible for the future of Singapore to
your own time,” John, my future self, said. be so. But if you think about it, it is already
As soon as I heard his voice, I had a sense happening.

Duanwu Carnival 2014

O

n 25 May 2014, Outram participated in the Duanwu
Carnival 2014 at the invitation of the Singapore
Federation of Chinese Clan Associations.
Booths on Dragon Boat Festival, Tea Appreciation
and Outram’s Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
curriculum were set up. Our student presenters
charmed members of the public with insightful
presentations on the above mentioned topics. A live
demonstration of tea brewing was also carried out. It was
a fulfilling learning experience for our students as they
interacted with the public and shared their knowledge
about Chinese culture.
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Business and Enterprise
National Innovation Creativity and
Entrepreneurship (NICE) Showcase 2014

W

ith the support of SPRING Singapore, Outram Secondary
School organised the inaugural National Innovation Creativity
and Entrepreneurship (NICE) Showcase at *SCAPE which saw the
participation of schools like Jurongville Secondary School and Yuying Secondary School.

Through this authentic context, students can apply
their knowledge and skills from what they have
learnt during Innovation and Entrepreneurship
programmes conducted in their schools. It thus
provides an opportunity for students to actualize
their entrepreneurial dreams and see value and
relevance of their classroom learning.

Fine Dining Project

T

he annual Elements of Business Skills fine dining project was held on 19 and 26 August 2014.
The fine dining project aims to motivate students in their learning
by allowing them to apply what they have learnt in their academic
curriculum. Through this authentic learning experience, students
acquired knowledge of the business environment and selected
aspect of hospitality industries.
This year, students were divided into two teams to work in different
environments - the kitchen and the restaurant. Students had the
opportunity to experience the operations in the kitchen as well as
work as wait staff to serve customers.
From the project, students acquired
personal effectiveness in servicerelated skills including communication
and customer service. The students
were very excited when the teachers,
who were their customers, praised
them for their “professional service”
and they will strive to do even better
in the future.

Work Experience Programme

I

n March 2014, four students were selected to participate in the 8-day Essentials of Business Skills
(EBS) Work Experience Programme organized by the Ministry of Education Curriculum Planning
and Development Division. The selected students were Tengku Soniea Bte Tengku S and
Au Yue Ting from Sec 4/1 and Muhammad Kamaruzaman B Jamil and Sim En Yu from Sec 3/1.
During the experience programme at Grand Park City
Hall, the students acquired personal effectiveness in
service-related skills, including communication, problem
solving and decision making. During their assessment,
they were able to apply what they had learnt in school to
authentic work situations. It is hoped that through this work
experience programme students will able to appreciate
the relevance and value of what they are learning in the
academic curriculum and develop stronger motivation
and purpose to acquire knowledge, skills and values.
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BE THE DIFFERENCE, BE MORE

The NICE Showcase serves to provide a platform for schools to present the innovative and
creative efforts of their students in product and business design. It seeks to nurture and promote
an entrepreneurial mindset amongst students, develop critical 21st century skills in creative and
inventive thinking, while inspiring a new generation of young entrepreneurs in Singapore.

The Rock Climbing Club in Bali

T

he Rock Climbing Club sent a team of climbers to train with elite climbers from the Gibbon
Climbing Club in Indonesia, Bali from 29 May to 3 June 2014. The Gibbon
Climbing Club was led by Dani, an experienced climbing coach. Aside
from climbing, the Outram climbers visited the Seeds of Hope Children’s
Home to carry out a Values in Action (VIA) project. They played games with
the orphans and brought gifts for them.
The Outram climbers were awed as there were climbers from Gibbon
Climbing Club who were as young as four years old. Training in a different
environment and climbing a natural rock wall provided our climbers with
new perspectives and motivation. This continues to motivate Outram
climbers to strive, climb and inspire.
Student Leader’s Reflection:

SPORTS FOR LIFE

“After the Bali trip, I have learnt that we are very fortunate to have such good facilities in school to
help us train better. We can train regardless of the weather while the climbers in Bali do not have an
indoor facility like us and they cannot train if it rains. Nevertheless they train very hard and even the
younger climbers there are better than us. This makes me want to train harder.” -Yang Lijia, (Sec 3/4)

Water Polo Achievements

D

uring the June holidays, the water polo team participated in the Under-15 ACS Barker
Challenge and the Under-14 Inter-Club Water Polo Competition. In both competitions,
Outram emerged as second runner-up.
In the ACS Barker Challenge, we triumphed
over several teams such as the Malacca
team, Hwa Chong Institution, Raffles
Institution and St. Andrews. The team also
fought against other water polo clubs
such as Perak, Aquatic Master and Speedi
Swim during the Inter-Club Water Polo
Competition.
The boys trained intensely after the Mid-Year Examinations
to prepare for the competitions. The team was satisfied
with their achievement as their hard work paid off.
Well done, boys!
Student Leaders’ Reflection:

“The Barker Challenge has been a memorable experience
for me. My team and I have gained a lot of exposure and
learnt many valuable lessons from this competition. Even
though we did not manage to clinch the championship title, we have made progress as a team. I
hope to participate in more competitions so that we can gain more exposure and improve further.”
-Joe Jin Xun, Captain, (Sec 3/5)
“After participating in the Under-15 Barker Challenge, I have experienced and learnt different things.
After playing with stronger schools, I have learnt to never give up and that I should strive to improve
so that if I ever challenge them again, my team and I would have a better chance of winning.”
-James Lim, (Sec 2/5)
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M1 Schools Challenge League Champion

T

he ‘B’ Division netball team’s journey in the M1 Schools Challenge
League ended on the highest note when the team triumphed
over Clementi Town Secondary School with a score line of 36-21 in
the finals held at Toa Payoh Sports Hall on 29 May 2014. The victory
was an affirmation of the team’s hard work and intense preparation
throughout the league, which started in March. They emerged top of
their group in the preliminary stage and beat Springfield Secondary
School in the semi-finals.
The netball team’s victory is indeed a testament to our school’s
motto, Labor Omnia Vincit. Congratulations, girls!

“The M1 League has given my teammates
and me an opportunity to show our abilities. All
the hard work that we have put in during the
past three years of training has paid off. It has
strengthened our bond as a team and I am sure
my teammates and I will never forget the good
memories and hardship we have gone through
together.” - Nur Dinah, Captain, (Sec 4/4)

Soft launch of the Outram
Squash Courts

W

ith the help of Singapore Squash Rackets Association and the generous contribution by Prospec
Surfaces Pte Ltd, Outram Secondary School saw the opening of its refurbished squash courts
on 4 August 2014. Singapore’s current number 1 squash player, Vivian Rhamaran, was invited for the
soft launch where students got to catch him in action and earned a chance to play a few rounds
with the professional, before he gave a short motivational talk to the squash players.
The soft launch of the squash courts marked the commencement of Outram’s drive towards
providing our students with modern, safe and advanced sports facilities, as well as, opportunities to
excel in a sport. With its official start as a CCA in 2015, Outram’s squash team hopes to groom its first
batch of players in the 21st century towards excellence.
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SPORTS FOR LIFE

Student Leader’s Reflection:

Mini Food Fair

T

he Outram community was treated to a food fair
prepared by the Secondary Three students on
30 July 2014.
The Secondary Three classes sold delicious food items
such as coloured waffles, kachang puteh and cookies to
the students, teachers and staff of the school.
Much effort went into preparing the food as well as
publicising the stalls. The students were guided by their
form teachers in their preparation and they were thankful
for the support given to them by the teachers and staff
who bought food items from them.

DEVELOPING A SENSE OF BELONGING

All in all, they had a fun and delicious time!

Rap / Song / Dance Competition

W

ith the aim of inculcating moral
values
of
considerateness,
graciousness and courtesy to the
school community, a rap/song/dance
competition on “Restroom Cleanliness”
was organised for the Secondary
One cohort. On 29 August 2014,
representatives from each of the seven
Secondary One classes performed their
items with great energy and enthusiasm
and showcased much of their talent.
Here are the results of the competition:
1st place: Sec 1/6
2nd place: Sec 1/2
3rd place: Sec 1/3A
The cohort has definitely brought
across a very strong message: Do your
part in keeping the restrooms clean.
Congratulations to the winners and to
all classes who participated, a job well
done!
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Banner Design Competition

T

he Banner Design Competition was held on 22 May 2014 amongst the
graduating classes. Classes designed banners using recycled materials
and paint to showcase their class mottos and the competition saw a roaring
response from the Secondary Four and Five classes. Class representatives
from each class presented their banners to a panel of judges and there was
even a rap carried out by one of the classes.
We congratulate the winners of the Secondary Four and Five Banner Design
Competition 2014:

Kim Seng Family Carnival

O

n 17 August 2014, a group of our Secondary Three students participated in the Kim Seng Family
Carnival organised by Kreta Ayer-Kim Seng Constituency. This is a carnival for the senior residents
to reminisce their childhood and younger days and for the teenagers to learn more about the lifestyle
of the older generation.
Our students had to do research on
traditional games such as the Dart Game,
“Pak Goli”, Rubik Cube, “Tikam Tikam”
and Bingo. During the carnival, the senior
residents enjoyed playing the traditional
games and watching the performances
by our teachers and students.
Through this Values in Action project,
students learned values and saw how
they can be an active contributor and a
concerned citizen.
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DEVELOPING A SENSE OF BELONGING

First place: Sec 4/3A
Second place: Sec 4/2
Third place: Sec 4/5
Best presentation: Sec 4/3B

DEVELOPING A SENSE OF BELONGING

Tribute Day – Class of 2014

T

he inaugural Tribute Day was celebrated on 26 September this
year. The occasion was commemorated with the Secondary
Four and Five cohort paying tribute to their teachers and friends of
Outram for making their stay a meaningful and memorable one.
Ms Eunice Lee, the Head of Level, spoke about the significance of
this day and impressed upon the Class of 2014 with the following
words “Sometimes in life, the world will harden you, don’t let it.
Face it with courage and a smile. Good things take time. Stay
patient. Stay positive.”. The occasion ended on a high note with a
gift exchange ceremony between the class representatives and
their form teachers.
A form teacher’s thoughts:
“Being the form teacher of a graduating
class has been challenging yet fulfilling.
There were tough moments but there
were good times too. It has been a
satisfying journey watching them grow
into fine young ladies and gentlemen. I
wish the graduating cohort all the best in
their national examinations.”
-Ms Yeo Yang Hong
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