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would like to begin by quoting what our Deputy
Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean articulated at
the MOE Workplan Seminar in 2000, when he
was the Minister for Education:
‘Something can be done in school that can
alter the lenses through which our children see
the world. Our schools can provide a point
of view from which the present can be seen
clearly, the past as a source of inspiration and
identity and the future, a rainbow of colours,
full of promise and possibility.’
Mr Lo h Ch e un g Min g
As Outram Secondary School evolves to better
prepare Outramians for the global community
and for the demands of the 21st century, we are looking beyond what and
how we are teaching in class. We offer a holistic and authentic learning
experience and environment for Outramians, as part of the school’s effort
to provide students with a student-centric and values-driven education.

Outram Secondary School is a Good School where Outramians see the
school providing them with an environment for them to grow and develop
a passion for learning. They also see the school giving them opportunities
to achieve their hopes and realise their aspirations. The various activities
that support a student-centric and values-driven education, as featured in
this edition of the newsletter, are a testament to the concerted efforts by
the school to bring out the best in our young. Through these challenging
and enriching activities, Outramians develop 21st century skills in areas
of creative and critical thinking, information and communication, civics
literacy, global awareness and cross-cultural skills.
Moving forward, more can be done and we are continuously reviewing
how to better support Outramians by customising learning for them. The
ultimate aim is to help Outramians grow and reach their fullest potential.
Labor Omnia Vincit
Loh Cheung Ming

Academic Value-Added
Achievement Award
(Express) 2012

T

Our Purpose

o Inspire Learning, To Pursue Dreams, To Design Lives

C limbing Club - 1st Niche Area
“T

PERSEVERANCE - SCALING GREATER HEIGHTS

o Strive, To Climb, To Inspire” - This motto of the Outram Climbing Club has inspired
and spurred our climbers to reach greater heights. Since November last year, they
trained extremely hard to improve their climbing techniques. The number of training
sessions was increased, and nearer the national competition, out-of-school training
sessions were organised for our climbers to gain exposure and to prepare themselves for
the competition.
Their hard work and passion for the sport paid off with
their notable achievements in 2013. The Climbing Club
took top honours amid strong competitors in the National
School Sports Climbing Championship (NSSCC) 2013.
Outram was crowned the Overall School Champion for
both the ‘C’ Division Boys and ‘C’ Division Girls. It was
definitely a rewarding and memorable journey for the
Climbing Club.

Achievements: National School Sports
Climbing Competition
Division

Category

Representative

Position

Yang Li Jia, Sec 2/5
Difficulty
C Girls

Speed

Difficulty
C Boys

B Girls

Speed

Difficulty
Speed

B Boys

Difficulty

1st

Nadirah Bte Mohamed Azmie,
Sec 2/2B

2nd

Nuraisah Bte Sabarudin, Sec 2/1

3rd

Nadirah Bte Mohamed Azmie,
Sec 2/2B

1st

Yang Li Jia, Sec 2/5

2nd

Verosil Paul Justin Bayo, Sec 2/3

3rd

Emmanuel Ryan Paul, Sec 2/3

1st

Verosil Paul Justin Bayo, Sec 2/3

2nd

Nadhrah Bte Yusri, Sec 5/2

2nd

Tan Yu Lin, Sec 4/3

3rd

Nadhrah Bte Yusri, Sec 5/2

1st

Ibnu Haizul, Sec 4/3

3rd
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B usiness and Enterprise - 2nd Niche Area
Outramians groomed as Finance Leaders as a Business and
Enterprise Initiative

A

t Outram Secondary School, Finance Leaders (FLs) are annually recruited to facilitate
financial literacy games like Mind Your Money (MYM) and Cashflow (CF).

In the first semester of 2013, 31 FLs from Outram Secondary School were competitors and
facilitators in the Annual Cashflow Competition held at *Scape.
Prior to the event, these FLs took part in a facilitator training
session, followed by a mass training session held at Temasek
Polytechnic on 2 March.

These experiences provided FLs with a higher level of expertise
in CF.

T he Swimming Club
Making Waves with new achievements
Outramians did the school proud
with their strong showing in the
54th National Schools Swimming
Championships 2013 held from 16
to 24 April 2013.
In total, our swimmers participated
in 27 events, out of which 4
swimmers and 2 relay teams
qualified for the finals.
Chen Shaobing of Sec 3/3A won
2 silver medals for Outram
Secondary
School
with
his
performance in the 100m and
200m Breaststroke B-Div. Chen
Shaobing will be representing
Singapore in the coming ASEAN
School Games in Hanoi, Vietnam.
All the best!
Azri Zuhairi of Sec 2/5 participated
in the 200m Freestyle C-Div and
achieved 7th position. He also
participated in the 200m C-Div
Boys and came in 9th.
Yap Wai Ting of Sec 3/6
participated in the 50m Freestyle
B-Div and achieved 8th position.
She also took part in 100m Freestyle
B-Div Girls and came in 9th.

Xiantong came in
11th place.
Our
C-Div
Boys
200m (4x50m) Relay
Freestyle team made
up of Andre of
Sec 2/2A, Ryan
of Sec 2/6, Azri
of Sec 2/5, and
Zhengyu of Sec 2/5
achieved 5th position.
Our B-Div Boys 200m (4x50m)
Relay Freestyle team made up of
Shaobing of Sec 3/3A, Jonas of
Sec 4/6, Glen of Sec 4/4,
Zhonggang of Sec 2/2A and
Darren of Sec 3/5 qualified for the
finals.
Behind these finalists were the
remaining swimmers who gave
their best in the pool. For their
efforts, these swimmers received
a Certificate of Participation from
the school.

Being a young team, Outram’s
Swimming Club has indeed
achieved substantial recognition
by emerging among the top 10.
We are very pleased that the
Yang Xiantong of Sec 3/3A Outram Swim Team has achieved
participated in the 200m Butterfly 4th position in Boys B-Div, 8th
A-Div and achieved 6th position. position in Boys A-Div and C-Div
For 100m Butterfly A-Div Boys,
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and 11th position for Girls B-Div.
Outram SAC (Swimming) Award
2012
In 2012, the School Advisory
Committee or SAC introduced
the Outram SAC (Swimming)
Award for deserving students
who have contributed to the
swimming scene. In 2012, Azri
Zuhairi of Sec 2/5 and Rena Teo of
Sec 2/5 received the Outram SAC
(Swimming) Award.

TRIUMPH OF ACTIVE CONTRIBUTORS

At the actual Cashflow Competition held on 23 March, 4
Outram FL competitors managed to qualify for the finals.

W ater Polo Team Achieves Historic Victory as
National Champions

Dynamic prowess in the pool by the Outram Water Polo Team

O

HISTORIC VICTORY AS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

n Wednesday, 3 April 2013, Outram’s Water Polo Team stunned favourites and three-time
defending champions Anglo-Chinese School (Independent) with a 6–5 win to clinch the
National B-Div Water Polo Championship title for the first
time in the school’s history. Special mention goes to our
goalkeeper, Muhammad Syafiie of Sec 3/3A, who is hearingimpaired. He played an instrumental role in steering Outram
towards victory.
It was indeed a fairy tale come true for the team as just two
years ago, we were bulldozed by the defending champions
Anglo-Chinese School (Independent), losing 15-0. This success
is Outram’s first in 20 years and is testimony of the boys’ hard
work and dedication, and the power of perseverance.

Interview with Jonas Lai of Sec 4/6, Vice-Captain of Outram Water Polo
Q: How did your team prepare for
confident of getting into the
the competition?
finals.
A: We worked very hard. On school
days, we trained every day from Q: How did you motivate the team
to do better?
4.30pm to 6pm, and during
school holidays, we came A: We motivated each other. We
usually have a team talk before
back every day for twice-a-day
a match. We would stand in
training. We would train from
a circle and say encouraging
9am to 12 noon, study from 1.30
things to each other. At the
to 4pm and train again from
end, we would all say, “Outram,
4.30 to 6pm. We also went to
let’s do this!” During a match, if
China, Thailand and Malaysia
our opponent scored, we would
for training and competitions.
comfort each other by saying,
Q: What did you think your chances
“Never mind, it’s ok guys!” If
were before the competition?
we scored, we would cheer
A: I thought our chances were
loudly and enthusiastically for
high. I told myself to think with a
ourselves.
positive mindset. As we won our
first, second, third, and more Q: What was the most exciting
moment of the game for you?
and more matches, I got quite
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A: There was no one exciting
moment, but I was very nervous
when our opponent had the
leading goal, or we were tying
with the same number of goals.
Q: What factors do you think
contributed to this historic
success?
A: I would say teamwork, hard
work, endurance and a positive
mindset.
Q: What advice do you have for
fellow Outramians after this
win?
A: Treasure your time at school
and don’t waste it. Always think
on the bright side. Try harder
and stand up again if you fall.
Determination works wonders.

O utram Overseas Globalisation Programme
2013 witnessed a new milestone for the Outram Overseas Globalisation Programme. Since its inception
in 2011, it has been conducted in a paperless fashion. The Secondary Two students who went beyond
the shores of Singapore tapped on the power of technology to enrich their learning experience while
they were in Hong Kong and Macau. They were each issued an iPad and with it, went through a
problem-based-learning experience where they were given the task of designing a hub in a specific
area of land.

The students did not only work among themselves
though. Throughout their stay, they had the
pleasure of working closely with Hong Kong
students from Ko Lui Secondary School (KLSS).
In the initial stages of their collaborative effort,
the students faced numerous challenges. Despite
some language barriers, the students persevered
and overcame this seemingly impossible task of
communicating effectively with one another.
All in all, the students in the programme this
year, who were known as the A.C.E. team, had
an unforgettable journey that was Authentic,
Collaborative and Experiential.

Reflections on the Outram Overseas Globalisation Programme
“I remember that on the day of the preparations a sense of anxiety rushed through me. What if I forget
my lines? Will we meet the time given? Does our presentation meet the criteria in the rubrics? Thoughts
kept circulating in my head, like a broken record unable to stop. I was surprised when I found out that
my Hong Kong buddies had actually stayed back in school just to memorize the script. Sure enough,
they had memorized it and were ready to present. They did not give up easily and tried their best.
As I stared at them, I wondered if I would ever meet them again. Though I have taken pictures with
them, and have hugged them numerous times, I still feel that I will miss them very much. I hope we
will communicate via Facebook- whatever it takes to keep our friendship strong. I shall never forget
them. I learnt that worrying is like a rocking chair. It gives you something to do but doesn’t get you
anywhere. Instead, I should find ways to overcome the problem. I also learnt that in group work, we
should be like the KLSS students. Though they lacked opportunities to speak English, they did not give
up easily and tried their best. I learnt that success is achieved through patience and hard work.”
Felisya Bte Hazlan Sec 2/6
“When it was eventually our turn to present, my heart was racing. I tried to breathe slowly. Thankfully,
it all went well. I knew that our hard work over the past few days had paid off, especially for the
Hong Kong students as they had a limited time to practice reading their scripts. But we all pulled
through and did well.
As I reflect on the effort they put in, I realise they have demonstrated our school’s values perseverance and industriousness. Despite the challenges that they were facing, they kept
practising.
I have made new friends and they are all very nice. I really want to visit their school again.”
Koh Yuan Cheng Sec 2/5
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OUTRAM’S GLOBAL CONNECTION

They visited places such as the Hong Kong Housing
Authority Exhibition Centre and the Science
Museum to gather ideas for their hub. They also
experienced the typical life in Hong Kong as they
took a ride in Hong Kong’s railway - the equivalent
of Singapore’s MRT, to come up with innovative
housing and transport solutions for their hub.

C hinese New Year Celebrations 2013

ENHANCING CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES

Some snapshots:

T raditional Chinese Medicine Exhibition
T

he “Three Generation Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
Healthy Awareness Carnival” organised by the People’s
Association Active Ageing Council and Chinese Physicians’
Association, was held on 17 March 2013 at Outram Secondary
School. Dr Lily Neo, Member of Parliament, graced the occasion
as Guest-of-Honour. The Qigong Shi Ba Shi Association and
Kreta Ayer-Kim Seng Community Club Senior Citizens Executive
Committee were the supporting partners for this event.
The programme for the day included healthy
activities like Mass Qigong exercise, TCM
seminars, a TCM exhibition, TCM consultation,
TCM Acupuncture, Cupping and Scrapping. Our
Higher Chinese Language students participated
as presenters at our school’s exhibition booth,
introducing the TCM curriculum and their project
work to visitors. Through this activity, they built their
confidence and learnt interpersonal skills as they
interacted with members of the public.
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O utram Robotics Club

Outram Robotics Club Emerges 1st in the Underwater
Robotic Olympiad 2013!

O

n 22 May 2013, some student from Robotics Club participated in the
Underwater Robotic Olympiad 2013 organised by Republic Polytechnic.
The theme of the competition was
‘Robotic Algae-Buster’. The students were
required to build a robotic aquarium
cleaner to help to automate the cleaning
process in aquarium.

Our finished product

Glorious moment

O ne Community Project

Student Leadership: Engaging youths in character
development through the One Community Project.

O

n 9 March 2013, Outram Secondary School partnered Kim Seng
Youth Executive Committee in the One Community Project to host
44 youths. In a two-hour long session where the youth took turns to play
Xbox Kinect Games and Captain’s Ball. Student leaders in Outdoor
Activities Club were very helpful in facilitating games like Captain’s
Ball while Sec 4/1 student leaders taught the youths to play the Kinect
games at the Kinect Kingdom in the Library. Volunteers from Junior
Colleges like ACJC and Dunman High (Senior High) were also present
to engage the youths.

S

N ational Story Challenge 2013

tudents from Outram Ink did Outram proud by qualifying for the Semifinals of the National Story Challenge Competition 2013 organised
by the National Library Board and the Theatre Practice.
The competition requires students to put up a performance of 3-4
minutes on a given topic where they are judged on creativity, content
and expression. Held annually, the competition draws more than 30
schools all over Singapore for the preliminary rounds.

The semi-finals which was held at River Valley High on 9 March 2013 and saw schools like Anglo-Chinese
(Barker Road), Cedar Girls’, Nanyang Girls’ High, Dunman High and CHIJ St Nicholas
competing. Outram was represented by Shavonne Moses Pereira (Sec 4/6) for
the Individual English Secondary Category
while Hariharesh Selvaraju (Sec 2/3),
Chandralega d/o S. (Sec 4/6) and Aysha
Sithika (Sec 4/4) represented the school in
the Secondary Team Category.
All members put up a good performance for
the audience. Although they did not make
it to the finals, the effort is commendable as
they practised conscientiously to make it to
the semi-finals and gathered exposure and
learning points along the way.
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OUTRAMIANS & ALL-ROUNDED SUCCESSES

The students did well and they emerged
1st position in the competition. Great job,
boys!

N ational Essay Competition - 3rd Prize

VOICES OF OUTRAMIANS - WINNING ESSAYS

Anne Wright from Secondary 3/4 clinched the third prize in a national essay contest co-organised by Nan Hua
Secondary on the theme “One Environment, One Future - Towards a Sustainable and Greener Asia”. The contest
required pupils to put up a 800-900 word essay on the above topic they judged on creativity, content relevance
and expression.
What is a tree? Is it simply a plant growing
from the soil, bathing in radiant sunlight,
meant to convert carbon dioxide into
oxygen, different shades of green
mingled between dark brown branches
intertwined in between them? Are they
meant to just provide pulp for paper,
build furniture for us, support buildings?
They grow from small seeds, sky rocketing
high above the ground, some lightly
brushing the high heavens, caressed by
the clouds, kissing the sky. Some of their
roots spread out in the soil; solid and
carved, supporting the ‘plant giant’ by
wrapping it to a small part of the earth. A
towering giant that represents strength,
resilience and power, a Tree is simply not
a Tree.
My Grandmother loves to talk about
trees, she talks fondly of the days where
she used to climb them, hanging from
the branches, her cheeks being stroked
by the mid-morning sun. She said there
used to be a lot of trees in our area;
some bearing beautiful flowers of all
sorts of different scents, some bearing
fruit of irresistible tastes and shapes, all
very pleasing to the human eye. I always
wondered what it must be like to be
surrounded by all that luxurious green,
to feel everything she did, to feel grass
between my toes, to eat ripe, warm
mangoes with my friends, enjoying the
sun warming my toes and cheeks. I
wonder if I will ever get to touch a tree
within my lifetime; a girl can only dream.
The only place I can view a tree anymore
is at the historical museum down the road;
decked out with artificial sunlight and
regulated air flow. With all the constant
building and toxicities, our soil no longer

bears vegetation; it was all infertile. Our
air was also poisoned by the black smoke
being belched out by the huge factories
on the outskirts of our town. Everything
we breathed, ate, smelled and felt were
synthetic; there was nothing real left in
our life. We often were told about how
trees used to cover the earth, and how
we human beings tore through and broke
down our whole ecosystem. I remember
my teacher even telling me animals used
to thrive within clusters of trees, instead
of staying within enclosed boxes in the
zoos. Whenever we went to the historical
museum, my heart ached to touch the
woven bark, to smell the fresh air, to hear
the chirping of small creatures, the flutter
of rustling leaves.

at the glass prison of the tree, placing
my face on it, eyes widened in yearning,
drinking in the beauty of the tree.
“Why cannot we grow trees anymore,
Grandma?” I asked, pulling my hand
free, inching closer toward the display.
“The tree seems so lonely, why cannot
we plant it anymore?” Grandmother
gave a saddened smile, bending down
to my height, taking my chubby hand
into her own wrinkly palm, her other hand
stroking my hair. “When a tree is taken
out of the earth, it dies. You see that it’s
green and healthy, but it is no longer the
tree we think of. Our earth is not what it
used to be, love. We’re living on a planet
that died along with this tree. It lives in a
glass box now, the only thing is, people
still do not believe in trying to save what
Our sky is no longer blue and clear; it’s
we have left.”
always grey and dismal, stretched out
along, sometimes darkening to an ash The waterfalls of yesterday had run dry,
black. Our seas were no longer deep and the forests we explored where now
beautiful, nor full of life. They were sickly reduced to stumps, the fertile fields filled
black, fishes and other marine life had with food were cracking and crying for
died out a long time ago, the only life you water, the water supplies we had were
really saw anymore was a discharged milk blackened and poisoned, the sky was
bottle bobbing miserably on the surface smoked, the wild life we had were living
of the blackened water. Our earth was in glass prisons, just like the tree, they were
loose and dry, even cracking in certain existing, but they weren’t alive anymore.
districts. Nothing grew in this barren land; The words that my Grandma said stayed
nothing but the continuous spurts of sky- in my mind, swimming among my
scraping buildings all made of industrial thoughts. Why didn’t we make a bigger
steel, glass and concrete. There was no effort to save our planet? Why did we let
colour on the world; only grey and black. it go so far? We only have one planet to
Everything in our city had lost character, live on, we have only one chance, why
everything was uniform. What happened didn’t we grab it and hold onto it when
to the bright colours you see in the picture we could?
books? Why had they all vanished?
Our precious planet deserves to be
“We must go, sweetie.” My Grandmother saved; so why aren’t we?
cooed, tugging at my hand, trying to get
me away from the display. I looked back

50-word Essay Challenge
The English Department organised a 50-word essay competition which drew many interesting entries. The winning
entries for each level are featured below.
Sec 1 : Jasmine Sec 1/2A

Sec 3 Winner : Anne Wright Sec 3/4

Her long straight hair is like Rapunzel’s. And her eyes are
as bright as glittering diamonds. She may be as beautiful
as the full moon and as famous as famous can be, but
she remains as humble as a pie. I cannot help but love her
greatly. She is Taeyeon.

You hear a deafening bang as the earth shakes in fear.
You hear children’s cries waft in the air. You see metal
shrapnel rain down from the sky and you see the rivers run
red. Things are built to be lasting but nothing lasts forever.
Not when there is war.

Sec 2 Winner : Felisya Sec 2/6

Sec 4 & 5 Winner: Susmitha Sec 5/1

There was another explosion. The screams of the villagers
tensed me further. I glanced at my mother.

My best friend and confidant is a great cook who makes
the best “dosai” and curry in the world. She is kind and
loving and helps me whenever I require assistance. She is
full of wisdom and always inspires me. I will always have
her in my heart, my mum.

“Everything will be okay,” she said in a wavering voice.
Would it? I looked back at our demolished city. The fire
was devouring everything. It was a vision of hell. It was
pandemonium.
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